P OUMLATION 2 CASE STUDY

New Life for Old Wood: Finding Art in the Burn Pile
Rustik Kreations and Wood River Hardwoods
Cle Elum, Washington

To the average person it might look like prospective firewood, but for two
companies in Cle Elum, Washington
is potentially art or premium building material. Rustik Kreations and Wood
River Hardwoods have discovered a passion for breathing new life into wood
that would otherwise be destined for the burn pile. Both companies use dis-
carded scrap wood ar)d_ turn it into useful products such as furniture, hardwood Reclaimed wood, which will be
floors and custom writing tools.

Using salvaged wood is a great example of resource saving and recy-
cling with several benefits to the environment. Instead of using virgin wood,
old wood is carefully restored and recycled into a new, useful product. It limits
the need to harvest materials from new wood and therefore fewer products are
sent to landfills. Incorporating reclaimed wood in your building project can
al so have an aesthetic appeal, bu
shows character in its weathered, well-used appearance.

Jerry Martens and his wife Sheryl, owners of Rustik Kreations, had
previously been successful as remodelers-turned-custom home builders in
Western Washington. While working on a home in the early 1990s, they were
inspired to use natural, unprocessed timber as a finish material, introducing log
features and log slabs into the finished product. Martens began to appreciate
the natural waned a defect in a plank or board characterized by bark or insuffi-
cient wood at a corner or along an edge, due to the curvature of the logd as a
feature seldom seen in modern new construction. This kind of building gave Old wood salvaged from a local
the Martens a chance to realize their artistic potential and helped enhance their barn is carefully restored and
interest in salvaged wood. reused as flooring.

After moving to Cle Elum, the Martens began working again with
smaller speculative building projects, this time with a passion for incorporating
materials from the site into each
mot her ofdtihreveinntsipoinrbati on for the
in their projects. Instead of buying new wood and paying removal fees, the
salvaged wood cleared from the area was a significant cost savings. However,
without the necessary equipment, they often found it difficult to transform
these natural materials into contemporary building projects. Their solution was
to obtain a TimberKing mobile saw
the architectural components they want.

While working for Hansell Mitzel Homes in Cle Elum, Martens met
Jim Di Donato of Wood River Hardwoods. Di Donato had been in the wood
business for years, importing much of his products from China. During a re-
modeling project, a client requested to retrofit a salvaged door to fit a new
opening. Di Donato saw the beauty in the ancient wood and could also see that
reclaimed wood often was more interesting than what was currently on the
market.

Di Donato started searching for salvaged woodd mostly from old . )
barns and buildingsd for his flooring, paneling and millwork jobs. Most of salvaged, milled and made into the
what was available was coming from the East Coast. beautiful mantel above the

fireplace.

incorporated into a home, is being
trucked to a jobsite.

A tree from a jobsite was
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Not only was there a great deal of embodied energy in transporting the wood
across the country, but the wood was without a local history. Clients were
showing more of an interest in using salvaged, indigenous woods and Martens
presented a solution: he convinced Di Donato to use his associates in the area
to begin reclaiming wood flooring from demolition projects. The product
Wood River Hardwoods uses now comes mostly from local barns and build-
ings (although Di Donato has traveled as far away as California to rescue hand-
hewn ash, redwood and fir from a building constructed in the 1800s).

No matter how hard one tries, Di Donato maintains, one cannot stain,
distress or otherwise manipulate new wood to make it look antique. His great-
est pleasure is in seeing his cus
hands across the grain, appreciating all the nuances of the wood. He says his A tree from the jobsite was
clients are currently showing more interest in green buildingd which includes
the idea of salvagingd and have expressed a love for the rustic, old-world look
of reclaimed wood. :

Wood River Hardwoods also supplies products from Rustik Kreations fireplace.
in its line of reclaimed materials. Both companies work together to provide the
public with unique materials fashioned or made from salvaged wood. The
woods they currently work with include: pine and fir salvaged from the Sun-
cadia Resort and surrounding areas, sequoia (redwood) taken from the Simpson
Center site in Bellevue, juniper from central Oregon, and paper birch from a
Yakima home that was damaged during wind storms. Once the wood is cleaned
and partially dried, Martens will then cut it into blanks and determine how they — , ,
can be produced into somet hing L . ; ons o

Rusti k Kreations6 product sel efct ; amut
cabinets to architectural pieces such as wall paneling, fireplace mantels and ; '
siding. Small scraps are used to make custom pens and pencils and to create
the trophy used by the Central Washington Home Builders Association for its
Suncadia Golf Tournament. Rustik Kreations also has a laser etcher for cus-
tomizing and personalizing products such as playing card boxes and etched tile A reclaimed mantel, made from a
murals. . _ _ tree removed from the jobsite,

Jerry Martens has invited other area artists and craftspeople to their v draws th to th
storefront, giving them a place t display the _e r k.
working, J&M Stoneworkds granite shovicase salvaged woorl hortrait Til
Rustik Kreations. As a part of their community commitment, the Martens have built into the fireplace masonry.
been active in the Central Washington Home Builders Association, where Mar-
tens served leadership roles for two years. He has been active in county land
use activities and served the county on the Rural Lands Advisory committee,
the land use advisory committee and the Kittitas County Water Conservancy
Board.

While Martens finds reward in supporting other artists and builders,
he explains that his real Ainspir
piece [of wood] and transforming [
is fat Rusti k Kreations your i magi
the success of both companies that their imagination has no limits.

salvaged, milled and made into the
beautiful mantel above the
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